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    Have you ever gone to the post office to mail a package, it's for someone else and you don't 
know what's inside and you're asked that question… "Does this package contain anything 
fragile, liquid, perishable, or potentially hazardous?"  This is just a reminder of how impor-
tant it is to know what you’re mailing whether it’s your package or you’re mailing a package 
for someone else.  There are some items that are restricted and cannot be mailed at all, like 
liquor, matches and gasoline or any item containing gasoline or gasoline fumes. There are 
some items that can be mailed but only by surface mail and requires ORM-D stickers on the 
outside of the package, like paint or hairspray in aerosol cans. There are some items that are 
okay to mail; they just need to be properly packaged, like blood samples or medical materi-
als.  You also need to be aware that international rules are different and vary by country. 
These are just some of the items that need special care, so the next time you are mailing a 
package and you have an item you’re not sure about call your local post office or 1-800-ask-
usps. Also any package that weights over 13 oz. and has stamps applied for the postage cannot 
be put in a collection box, it must be taken into the post office and physically handed to a win-
dow clerk.  These safety steps can help keep everyone and everyone's mail safe. 
  For all you artists out there, you will be excited about the new stamp - Abstract Expression-
ists, 10 stamps celebrating 20th century artists, on sale March ll. 
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Sifting Through the Census 
1790-1930 

 
   Later this month every household in the country will be receiving a census form. The decen-
nial headcount in 2010 will mark the 23rd time that a census has been taken in the United 
States. The first census took place in 1790 and is a requirement written into the Constitution - 
Article 1, Section 2, Clause 3. U.S. census data provides valuable information for demogra-
phers and statisticians. The data collected every ten years also provides genealogists and histo-
rians with a treasure trove of useful information. 
  One of the primary reasons for headcount is for the purpose of apportioning seats in the 
United States House of Representatives. The Federal Government also uses census data when 
distributing money for education, transportation, health care, and job training. During that 
first census about 600 U. S. Marshals went door-to-door collecting the information. That year 
the population of this country, then only 13 states, totaled 3.9 million. The expense of gather-
ing and publishing the first census report was 44 thousand dollars.   
  It was the responsibility of U. S. Marshals to register the names of the head of households 
until the 1820 census. From 1790 through the 1840 census only the name of the head-of-
household is listed along with the number and ages of all males and females in that household. 
Additional information collected through the 1840 census included the number of slaves 
owned by household, or free colored people, including whether they were male or female, and 
their age.  
  The 1840 census data reveals that there were 1852 residents living in Hartley Township, in-
cluding 35 free colored people (20 males and 15 females). At that time Hartley Township in-
cluded all of Lewis Township and Hartleton Borough. 
  Starting with the 1850 census the names of everyone living in the household were recorded 
by the census enumerator. In addition to the persons age and sex the enumerator also asked 
numerous questions including: the color of skin (white, black, mulatto) and the profession, 
occupation, or trade of every male 15 years of age and older. The respondent was also asked 
the value of real estate owned, their place of birth (state, territory or country) and whether 
they were married within the year. Additional questions included whether the respondent at-
tended school within the year, if they were over the age of 20 could they read and write, and 
whether they were deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, pauper, or a convict. 
  The 1850 census enumerator for Hartley Township was J. Wilson. He recorded the names of 
2142 individuals, including five colored males and three females. During that count many of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

the head-of- households listed their occupations 
as farmers or laborers. Occupations such as 
blacksmiths, carpenters, plasterers, weavers, 
tinsmiths, spinners, stonemasons, molders, 
foundry-men, broom-makers, tanners, lime 
burners, and cabinetmakers were also re-
corded.  
  There were three doctors in Hartley Township 
during the 1850 census: William F. Seebold, 
Samuel Knight, and Samuel Smith. A native of 
New Berlin, Dr. Seebold served the residents of 
Hartleton and the surrounding area for more 
than 50 years until his death in 1901. His re-
mains are interred in the cemetery of the Hart-
leton Union Church.  
  Samuel Knight was listed as a physician in 
Hartley Township from 1850 through the 1870 
census. He was married to Rachel Lincoln, a 
daughter of John and Hannah (Van Boskirk) 
Lincoln. Samuel and his wife are buried in the 
cemetery at the Lincoln Chapel.   
  Those who listed their professions as teachers 
in 1850 included John Smith, John Charles, 
James Glover, Robert Reed and William Ged-
des. Of those only Geddes, a resident of Hartle-
ton, is listed as a teacher in subsequent census 
records (1860 and 1870). During the 1880 cen-
sus William Geddes, who was then 69 years of 
age, informed the census enumerator that he 
was a “pauper.”    
  Other data from the 1850 Hartley Township 
census included the names of 15 shoemakers, 6 
coopers (someone who makes or repairs casks 
or barrels), and 5 merchants. Leroy Spangler 
was listed as a “stiller”, David Stitzer and Peter 
Witmer were hotelkeepers, and Henry Hun-
sicker was a gunsmith. Mark, James and H. 
Halfpenny were each listed as manufacturers. 
All were involved in the woolen mill first lo-
cated at the mouth of Laurel Run and then 
later at their mill north of Laurelton.  
  The livelihoods of several members of the 
Rudy and Troutman families were devoted to 
manufacture of wooden pumps. Members of 
those families are listed in the 1850, 1860, 1870, 
1880, and 1900 census as pump-makers. 

  By the time the 1860 census was undertaken both Lewis Township and Hartleton Borough had been carved from the 
boundaries of Hartley Township. While Mifflinburg w as noted for being the buggy capital, the small borough of Hartleton 
appears to have had a number of residents who were also engaged in coach-making. Some of them were involved in the trade 
for an extended period of time. The 1860 census data provides the names of eight coach-makers, or apprentices. Benjamin 
Clymer and Henry Clapp listed their occupation as coach-makers in four successive census reports, 1850-1880. Joseph 
Charles listed the same occupation from 1850-1870. Other Hartleton coach-makers included William and George Yarger, 
Benjamin Doebler, Joseph Dale, John Dale (1860-1880), John Charles (1860-1870), Joseph Charles, and Simon Hummel 
(1860-1870).  
  A longtime merchant in Hartleton was Robert Glover (1850-1880). Joseph Sampsell listed his occupation as a chair-maker 
(1850-1870). Another Hartleton family noted for their tinsmith work were members of the Witmer family, including Henry, 
Philip, and Galen Witmer.  
  Hartley Township resident, William Johnson, listed his occupation as a “liquor agent” during the 1870 census, while Oren 

(Continued on page 4) 

  Shown above is a copy of page 3 of the Hartleton Borough Census from 1870.  
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BIRD TALK  

 

by Jim McCormick  
 

    February, the shortest month of the year, sure was packed with a lot of misery--
snow, wind and flooding and then, more snow, wind and flooding!  One good 
thing, though, it sure went fast.  I’m almost never sorry to see the end of Febru-
ary, but, in spite of all its problems, there are plenty of interesting things that hap-
pened over the month.  February is seemingly the ‘dead of winter’ but there are 
signs of spring to be seen everywhere.  The trees are starting to thicken with leaf 
buds and the maple sap is starting to run. The skunk cabbage has made its way up 
through the snow cover and is beginning to dot the edges of the small streams.  
Minute by minute the daylight is growing each day, and the sun is rising higher in 
the sky and moving northward on the horizons.  What a happy change!  The long 
descent into winter is finally being reversed; the cycle of the seasons, that eternal 

cycle, is slowly moving into the glorious season of spring!  And nowhere is this change more noticeable than in 
the activity of the birds.   
     In the long dormancy of winter, almost all the energy of the birds is spent in just making it through another 
difficult winter season, fighting daily for something to eat and somewhere to stay out of the wind and cold, spend-
ing most of the day, especially after a heavy snowfall, searching for a stray seed that might have fallen on the top 
of the snow or hidden along a freshly plowed roadside.  But now!  In spite of February’s wind and snow, the Tit-
mice, the House Finches and the Cardinals have started their calling.  The Eastern Bluebirds are dashing around 
desperately looking for some old Woodpecker cavity to start nesting.  The Mourning Doves, having stayed all 
winter this year, have started, slowly maybe, but started their morning cooing.  The waterfowl have started to 
arrive and will soon be pairing off and begin returning to their nesting sights along Penns Creek. It is time to 
start seeing the Canada Geese, or should I say hearing them, get very territorial.  Where oh where are Mill-
mont’s Robins, though?  I saw them on Valentine’s Day in Pottstown and along the Susquehanna in Lewisburg 
on the 20th, but have yet to see a single one in the Millmont area!  I always start looking for them to return 
around Presidents Day weekend.  They usually arrive, seemingly always in a snowstorm, right about that time.  
On the very last day of January, I saw a couple of female Eastern Towhees 
along Canada Drive.  I am assuming there was a male somewhere nearby, 
but I didn’t see him.  That was way early for their arrival.  There is bird 
activity everywhere you look.  The House Sparrows, those hated imports 
from England, have invaded our chimney again.  They seem to get into 
everything; unfortunately, crowding out many other birds.  There is a 
dead tree at the south side of Millmont where Bluebirds had nested for 
many seasons, but last year the Starlings, another hated English import, 
took over that cavity and I see they are back again this year.  Sadly, the 
Bluebird pair was watching from the trees nearby.  The Bluebirds, unfor-
tunately, don’t have a chance against their larger competitors.  Even if 
they had nested first, the Starlings, and sometimes House Sparrows are 
known to kill the nestlings and build their nest right on top of the Blue-
birds.  The Bluebirds must be finding other nests, however, because their 
population has been growing in our area.  They stay here all winter and 
are a beautiful sight to see in the dreariness of the winter months.  The 
Black-capped Chickadees and Dark-eyed Juncos will be leaving soon for 
their mountain homes and the Red-winged Blackbirds and the Common 
Grackles will be arriving and starting to dot the open fields.  Yes, spring is 
definitely on the way!!  

 The small photograph located in the upper left hand corner of page one shows the “Stone Crusher” Millmont, PA. The pho-
tograph was likely taken at the limestone quarry located on the ridge east of the village of Swengel. The photograph is from 
the collection of Delphia Shirk, Millmont.  

  Photo of a Black-capped Chickadee 
spotted by Jim McCormick in late 
January. 
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Lytle was the “toll gate keeper.” At that time the only tollbooth in the West End would have been located at the east entrance 
to the Seven-Mile-Narrows (Route 45). 
  Hartleton resident Samuel Wilt listed his occupation as Justice of the Peace during the 1870 census, while Ellen Hutchman 
declared herself a “spinster.” John W. Radabaugh listed candy shop keeper as his occupation, while Martin Wagner and 
John Steininger were both saddlers. Shem Spigelmyer, James Musser, and John Fillman listed their occupations as mer-
chants.  
  In Lewis Township there were 66 individuals who reported their occupation as farmers during the 1870 census. An addi-
tional 41 stated they were farm laborers. Samuel Reamer listed his occupation as carpet weaver. John Moyer was a basket 
maker, and Jacob Speese was a lime burner.  
  In 1880 Hartley Township resident Isaac Miller was distilling whiskey, John Rhoades was bartending, Elias Shively was a 
basket-maker, Peter Kiskel was a dentist, and Solomon Vonada was a “miller.”  
  In addition to Dr. Seebold, there were two other physicians living in Hartleton during the 1880 census – James Kleckner 
and H. W. Rhoades. Abel Charles provided tailor as his occupation.  
  In Lewis Township there were a number of men who were employed on the railroad, which had been constructed a few 
years earlier. Some of those men included Robert Watson, John Kaler, Richard Ruhl, and Robert Gilroy. The railroad agent 
at Millmont was Horace B. Cawley. William Smith was a grain merchant, while Herman Markest, a native of Germany, 
listed his occupation as artist. William Zaring of Swengel and Emmaus Royer of Millmont were both listed as merchants.  
  Questions on the 1890 census form included whether the respondent was a solider, sailor or marine during the Civil War 
(U. S. or Confederate) or the widow of such person. Whether the person was white, black, or mulatto. There were also ques-
tions about the ancestry of the individual and whether they were quadroon (one quarter black), octoroon (one eighth black), 
Chinese, Japanese, or Indian. Whether the person was single, married, widowed, or divorced. Whether the individual was a 
naturalized citizen and able to speak English. If not they were to include the dialect spoken. Unfortunately much of the 1890 
census data was lost in a basement fire in the Commerce Building in Washington, D. C.   
  Census questions asked in 1900 included the month and year of birth of each individual in the home and how many years 
the husband and wife were married. If they were immigrants to this country, what year they came to the United States. An-
other series of questions centered on whether they were the owners of property or they rented, and if they owned was it free 
of mortgage or not.   
  There were numerous men employed on the railroad during the 1900 census, either as engineers, firemen, telegraph opera-
tors, or laborers. Some of those jobs were on the Lewisburg and Tyrone Railroad while others were at logging operations. In 
Hartley Township both Henry Styers and Andrew Fees listed their occupations as medicine peddlers. John Knight indicated 
he was a music teacher, and Samuel Rutherford was a lumber merchant. Samuel Dunlap and Stanley Wirth were bartend-
ers. In the village of Laurelton Frank Schnure was Justice of the Peace, Francis Miller was a barber, David R. Pursley was a 
Hotel Landlord, Christian Schnure was a produce huckster, and Oliver W. H. Glover was a physician. Glover continued in 
that capacity almost until the time of his death on Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1949.  
  In Hartleton during the 1900 census Calvin Hayes was listed as a surveyor, Nora Myers a music teacher. James Price was a 
minister while his sons, William and Guy, were listed as cigar maker and portrait/landscape painter respectively. Henry 
Yeisley was a cooper, and W. H. Harter was a butcher. Schoolteachers living in the borough included Cora Wilson, William 
Wilson Jr., A. Loss, and Fred Schmader. Thirty-six year old Nathan Steffy and forty-six year old Edwin Radabaugh both 
listed their occupations as “opticians.” In subsequent census records (1910-1930) Steffy listed his occupation as gardener or 
truck farmer.  
  In the Lewis Township census data from 1900 Ellen Coleman, Elizabeth Smith, and Nathan Knauer referred to themselves 
as “capitalists.” Teachers living in the township included Nannie Haupt and Newton Walter. Charles Knauss was a thrasher, 
and Charles L. Braucher was a fruit farmer. In later years Braucher was a Forest Ranger and at the time of his death on 
September 9, 1920, he was serving as a Game Protector in Union County. Richard Herirow, age 30, listed himself as a 
Gypsy. He and his wife, Catherine, were natives of France. Harry Shadle was a “clock cleaner” while Noah Bingaman was a 
coal dealer.  
   In 1910 the census enumerator asked the head-of-household if he was unemployed during the previous calendar year, and 
if so for how long. There were also questions about whether the respondent was blind in both eyes, and if he was a survivor 
of the Civil War, and if so was he a veteran of the Union or the Confederates. 
  Merchants in Hartley Township in 1910 included David Johnson, William W. Oakes, Samuel Rutherford, Howard Zech-
man, Philip Fessendon, and Albright J. Bingaman. A surprising number of males listed their occupations as nurses or atten-
dants at a hospital, including: Lee R. Johnson, Warren Eisenhuth, John Pursley, Samuel Pursley, John H. Yarger, Calvin 
Kreps, and Palmer Troutman. During the 1910 census there were at least nine Hartley Township men who listed their em-
ployer as the “furnace.” Ida Sholter listed “cook at lumber camp” as her occupation, while William Odenkirk was an opera-
tor at a railroad station. 
  In the borough of Hartleton Franklin Culp and his son William were both buggy repairmen in the 1910 census. Newton 
Troutman was a barber, while Russell Slayman Jr. was the rural mail carrier at the Millmont Post Offic e. Susan Pontius was 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 
running a boarding house in the borough while 
Claude Pontius was a drug store salesman. There 
were three hucksters living in the borough at that 
time including Mary Charles, Edwin Smith, and 
Charles D. Moyer.  
  Lewis had numerous schoolteachers living within 
the township in 1910, including Charles Cather-
man, Lawrence Showalter, Newton Walter, along 
with siblings Grace and Sam Halfpenny. Samuel 
Troutman listed his occupation as “crier public 
sale.” The station agent at Millmont was Abe E. 
Grove, while his son, Merrill Grove was learning 
the skills of a telegrapher. The county superinten-
dent of schools, William W. Spigelmyer, also re-
sided in the village of Millmont. William Knauss 
and Jacob Knauss were thrashers living in the 
village of Swengel. John L. Halfpenny was an elec-
trician at the light plant southeast of the village. 
  The census form used in 1920 was nearly identi-
cal to that of 1910. In Hartley Township Asher 
Harter, Henry Herbster, Andrew Herbster, Leroy 
Yagel, Wm. Strasser, and Paul Taylor each re-
ported their occupation as “miller.” Auto repair-
man was the profession of Arthur Zechman. The 
Laurelton Foundry was a major employer with at 
least 10 men listing that as their place of employ-
ment. Samuel Osenbaugh was a “game keeper” 
while James Tate and David Libby were both em-
ployed by the state forestry department. Gaines-
ville M. Johnson was an “agent operator” for the 
railroad while William Bogenreif was a “hack 
driver” carrying the mail from the station at Glen 
Iron to the village of Laurelton.  
  The Buffalo Valley Fruit Farm, near Pleasant 

Grove employed numerous Lewis Township residents in 1920. One of those employees was Clyde Stitzer, who listed his occupation as 
“manager fruit farm.” Charles R. Ruhl was the “manager box factory” in Millmont, which employed a number of village residents. Isaac 
Boney listed his occupation as “hunter-fur animals.” Sam Crabb was a salesman for Shively’s Broom Factory, which was operated by 
Greene Shively and his son Jacob. Clarence Shively was a cattle dealer while his son, G. Luther, was a meat salesman. In 1920 the rural 
mail carriers at the Millmont Post Office were Sam Halfpenny and Luther Yarger. Frank P. Boyer, principal at the Lewis Township 
High School was a resident of Millmont. Oscar Bowersox was selling insurance while William O. Dale was in charge of the Millmont 
Railroad Station. Irwin Herendeen was the manager of the Bible Truth Depot in Swengel. 
  Because census records are kept confidential for a period of 70 years, the data from the 1930 census are the latest records available to 
the public. Hartley Township census records from that year showed that Aaron Reedy was the manager of the Laurelton Foundry. Mer-
chants in the township included Asa Sholter, William Long, John Bilger, David D. Pursley, and Howard Zechman. Wesley Aumiller 
listed his occupation as lumber inspector for the railroad. Teachers included Edna Boop, Francis Bingaman, Martha VonNeida, Amelia 
Schell, Mary Schnure, and Nita Middleswarth.  
  The year 1930 was the first year that the names of all the residents of the Laurelton State Village For Feeble Minded Women were re-
corded. Recorded as “inmates” there were 612 women housed at the institution that year. Also included with those records were the 
names of 82 employees and staff along with their families that lived at the state facility.      
  In Lewis Township nineteen-year old Donald L. Ruhl listed his occupation as restaurant owner. Charles Dorman was a salesman of 
household supplies. J. George Royer was Justice of the Peace. Rural mail carriers were Luther Yarger and Floyd Walter while Welling-
ton Dewitt carried the mail from the railroad station in Millmont to the post office then located on Maple Street. Forrest Showalter listed 
his occupation as “dental intern.” 
  Sifting through more than 500 pages of census records from 1790 through 1930 was difficult at times. During the census undertaking 
Hartley and Lewis Townships and Hartleton Borough each had their own enumerator. Each one of those persons had their own unique 
style of cursive, which could sometimes be a challenge to read.    
  Unlike the 1930 census form that contained thirty-two questions, the 2010 census from includes just ten questions, one of the shortest in 
the history of census taking. It is estimated that 1.4 million people will be involved in gathering census data this year. The cost of the cen-
sus is expected to be about 14 billion dollars. The forms are due to arrive at your home sometime around the middle of the month. A 
question that will not be asked on this year’s census form is the occupation of the respondent. Census data collected in 1940 will be re-
leased to the public in April 2012. Remember the information you provide today will not be made available to historians and genealogists 
until the year 2080.                                                                                                                                                                                                 TLS 
   
 Primary sources: www.ancestry.com and www.census.gov   

  Although faded and yellowed with age, the undated photograph above shows the 
home located at 101 Main Street in Hartleton. Today this home is owned by Wil-
liam and Sharon Kahl. It was formerly the home of brothers, Bill and Lee Culp and 
their father, Frank Culp. There is evidence in front of the building to the left to sug-
gest that it was a buggy shop. Note the ramp leading to the second floor where a 
buggy is under construction. There are numerous buggy wheels leaning against the 
building on the first floor and a nearby stack of lumber.  
  Photograph is courtesy of Bill Kahl.   
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New School Rules 
  
   While looking over some old school pictures some of 
my family were discussing how we used to skip grades in 
our one-room schools. For myself, I skipped the eighth 
grade. The reason I could do this was because the sev-
enth and eighth grades work was very similar. By read-
ing ahead I covered most of the eighth grade work. The 
county rules at that time allowed a seventh grade stu-
dent to take the examination for high school. If you were 
lucky enough to pass the test, then off to high school you 
went.  Also, it was not unusual for students to skip a 
year in the lower grades if the teacher felt you were ca-
pable of doing the next grades work.  
   One of my sisters graduated from high school at fif-
teen years of age because of this practice.  
   The reason for telling you all of the above is that I 
happened to see a small item in the New York Times 
saying that seven states were about to try a new system 
of allowing qualified sophomores to take exams that 
would allow them to move on to community colleges. 
   Quite by accident I happened to listen to some news on 
Public Radio that said Pennsylvania is one of the states 
that is to try the system. I can see some advantages and 
some possible pitfalls in the system. 
   I have noticed that some high achievers lose interest in 

school when they become seniors. This is offset some-
what by the schools offering some college level courses. 
Another problem is that students who are very good 
athletes might not want to leave their schools if they are 
very active, and good, at some sport, or sports. Also, 
they don’t always like leaving their friends. But commu-
nity college keeps them in their communities and they 
don’t have to lose all contact with friends. 
   I liked the idea that they are only allowed to attend 
community college. I personally don’t think a sopho-
more in high school is ready to move out of his or her 
home. Having seen five students move off to college, I 
know that all students handle the move in different ways 
and none of them would have been able to be on their 
own as a sophomore in high school. 
   I see one other problem. A sophomore in high school is 
not likely to be old enough to drive, and even if he or she 
is old enough to drive car-pooling is not recommended.  
If the college is not within walking distance, and there is 
no public transportation, it presents a problem. Looking 
around I find most community colleges are on the edge 
of towns or out of town and public transportation in this 
area is almost non existent, or to be more accurate, does 
not existent.  Does this mean that Mom or Dad will have 
to be a chauffeur for a year or two? Perhaps a relative 
or friend who could provide housing during the week 
might be an answer. 
   One other reason I liked the idea of a community col-
lege is that it gives a student an idea whether or not 
more education is for them or if they would be happier 
in some sort of trade school. One of our sons was sure he 
didn’t want to further his education in college. We en-
couraged him to go for one year and if he didn’t want to 
continue we would respect his wishes and he could study 
a trade. As it turned out he got a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. Sometimes one has to test the water. 
   There is always something new to challenge our think-
ing. 
 

 

Meanderings 
by  

 

Hertha S. Wehr 
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  I received a call from one of my softball teammates who needed some advice to give his brother.  It 
seems his brother was hunting behind his house in the late afternoon towards the end of the deer season 
and was able to harvest a nice doe.  After checking to make sure it was dead he placed his tag in the ear 
and decided that before field dressing the deer he would go back and get his four-wheeler so he could 
then drag it back to the house.  Upon returning the deer was nowhere to be found and now it was dark.  
The initial tracks in the snow told him that no one had taken his deer but that it had got up and ran 
away.  I told him to wait until morning and then go back and look for the deer.  Sure enough the next 
morning he was able to track and find the deer approximately 80 yards from where he had last seen it 
and the tag was still in its ear. 

 
  The Bobcat and Fisher populations seem to be really expanding because I have talked to numerous trappers that have 
caught and released some of these animals.  
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  The newspaper article below was originally published in 
the March 27, 1930 edition of The Mifflinburg Telegraph. 
 

Pupils Attending Classes 
In Lewis Twp. High 

Building  

 
____________________ 

 

    The Pike School house located near Ray’s Church, 
about three miles west of Mifflinburg, in Lewis Township, 
was totally destroyed by fire Monday morning at 9:30 
o’clock. The teacher, Miss Pearl Kaler of Millmont R. D., 
had built a fresh fire in the stove before classes started. 
Later the draft was taken off the furnace and studies were 
underway. Miss Kaler noticing the moisture pan was dry 
intended to fill it as soon as the class was dismissed, when 
one of the boys discovered the paper on the ceiling near 
the stove pipe was burning. Going outside and looking up 
it was discovered that black smoke was pouring from the 
eaves of the building. The teacher immediately informed 
the scholars, 32 in number, that they were in no immedi-
ate danger and to file from the structure speedily. All 
managed to get their coats and dinner pales safely. 
    The Mifflinburg Fire Company arrived on the scene 
about fifteen minutes after the summons of Mrs. Charles 
Ruhl who lives nearby. Chemicals were used and a bucket 
brigade organized but it was too late to quench the flames 
that had gained considerable headway. The building 
burnt to the ground. 
     The teacher’s desk and chair and two book cases filled 
with books were removed from the building by the larger 
boys. 
     A meeting of the Lewis Township directors was held 
Monday evening in the Lewis Township High School and 
plans were made for the transportation of the pupils to 
that school. The building situated between Swengel and 
Millmont has three classrooms and only one is occupied 
by the class of William Lybarger owing to the fact that all 
high school students are attending the Mifflinburg High 
School. 
     The directors, president Newton Sanders, secretary 
Charles Ruhl, Rev. Greene Shively, John Pontius, and 
Paul Knouse with Wm. Lybarger attended an educational 
meeting in Harrisburg Monday of last week at which time 
the consolidated school was under discussion. The point 
was brought out that this building would be used for an-
other year, when consolidation of school would again be 
discussed. 
     Henry Mull, starting Wednesday morning, will take 
the children to the Lewis Township High School each 
morning before transporting the high school students to 
Mifflinburg. 

Remembrance   
   
Walter L. Krebs, 102, of 103 Clinton St., 
a home he built, passed away on Thurs-
day morning, Feb. 18, 2010, at Geisinger 
Medical Center, Danville.  
He was born Feb. 8, 1908, in Swengel, a 
son of the late John and Emma Jane 
(Catherman) Krebs. He was married for 
46 years to the former Freda E. Camp-
bell, who passed away Feb. 1, 1998.  
  He graduated from Lewis Township 
High School in Union County in 1925 

and graduated as a registered nurse from the School of Nursing at 
Danville State Hospital.  
  Walter was employed as a psychiatric nurse for 38 ½ years at 
Danville State Hospital, retiring in 1966. He also was a building 
contractor and remodeled homes in the Danville area for many 
years.  
  He attended St. Paul's Emmanuel United Methodist Church, 
Danville, and was a 50-year member of Danville-Mahoning Lodge 
224, Free & Accepted Masons, Danville.  
Walter enjoyed hunting, woodworking and watching speedboat 
racing. He was particularly fond of cracking and picking out 
black walnuts.  
  He is survived by two sons and daughters-in-law, Richard A. 
and Connie Krebs and John A. and Susan Krebs, all of Milton; 
seven grandchildren, Robert, James and Todd Krebs, Kimberly 
Scheider, Angela Yarger, Dawn Marino and Barbara Woodring; 
11 great-grandchildren; two step-grandchildren, Robert B. Gei-
ger and Sue Ann Stauffer; four step-great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews.  
  He was preceded in death by one brother, Chester Krebs, and 
two sisters, Dora Krebs and Hallie Warburton. 
  Editors Note: I had the honor and privilege of meeting Walter in 
March of 2009. I was impressed with his memory and was glad 
that he took the time to share some of his memories of Swengel 
and Millmont with me. 

Millmont Items  
____________________ 

 

  The brutal and bitter cold and winds that we witnessed in De-
cember and January continued through much of February. Al-
though we received very little in the way of snow during Decem-
ber and January the same was not true about the month of Feb-
ruary. On Friday February 5th snow began falling late in the day 
and continued overnight and into the early morning hours on the 
6th. Snowfall totaled about 8 inches locally. Five days later we 
received another 8 inches of the white stuff along with strong 
gusty winds.  
  The coldest temperature that I recorded so far this winter oc-
curred on the 7th. Our thermometer registered 2° above during 
the early morning hours. That is about the lowest temperature we 
have seen thus far this winter.  
  The former red brick schoolhouse north of Millmont was re-
cently purchased by Nathan Martin. They are currently doing 
extensive interior renovations to the property. 
  Lori (Weaver) Peachey arrived at her parents Penn Street home 
in the wee hours of February 26th. Her stay in Millmont includes 
attending a wedding and visiting with family.  



Remember When 

 

  The school photograph 
to the left was taken by 
Millmont photographer, 
Urs H. Eisenhauer. I be-
lieve that the teacher 
may be Miss Grace Half-
penny, and the photo-
graph was perhaps taken 
at the Pike Schoolhouse. 
Miss Halfpenny was the 
teacher at the Pike 
School from 1909 until 
1911. Something that 
struck me about this pho-
tograph is the somber 
look on almost all of their 
faces, from the teacher to 
nearly every student. 
Perhaps they were in-
structed not to smile?  
  I am hoping that some 
of my readers will be able 
to positively identify the 

school, the teacher, and the students. If you recognize anyone in the photograph you can contact me at 
570.922.4297, or email me at tshively@dejazzd.com     
  As always your help is greatly appreciated.  
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1 4 – 5 lb. corned beef brisket 
1 T. black peppercorns 
3 whole garlic cloves 
Small head cabbage 
3 potatoes, cut into large pieces 
2 C. baby carrots 
2 onions, quartered 
 
  Drain fluid from corned beef brisket and discard the season-
ing packet that is enclosed. Place brisket into a large stock 
pot and cover generously with water.  Add 1 T. black pepper-
corns and 3 garlic cloves. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and 
simmer 50 minutes per pound of meat. 
 
  During the last 20 – 30 minutes remove the garlic cloves and 
add the cabbage, potatoes, carrots and onions. Simmer until 
vegetables are fork tender. Remove the brisket from the pot 
and let it rest for about 10 minutes.  Slice the corned beef and 
arrange on top of the veggies.  
 

  As a child, when we had corned beef and cabbage it was 
meat from a can, cooked with cabbage and potatoes.  It was 
tasty, but I never knew until into adulthood that there was 
such a thing as a corned beef brisket…an actual roast! A 
friend of mine, Rose Brown of Bloomsburg, introduced me to 
this corned beef and cabbage recipe. I fell in love with it! The 
additional veggies really add to the flavor. 
 
  ENJOY! 

Recipe of the Month   

 

by Janice (Dorman) Shively 
 

Corned Beef and Cabbage 



   Thank You! 

   I would like to thank the following people for making monetary 
donations toward the publication of this newsletter: Theron W. 
Conrad of Sunbury; Richard and Lori Hughes of Hartleton; David 
and Vivian Shively of Mechanicsburg; Forrest and Mary Ellen 
Hoffman, Ruth Lenhart, Shawn and Crystal Walter, and Joseph 
and Gladys Veley all of Mifflinburg; Eugene Wertz of Millmont; 
Ruth Kostenbader and Steve and Pat Libby of Lewisburg; Carol 
Loss of New Berlin; Russell and Carriemae Bailey of Selinsgrove 
and August (Pop) and Dolores Barnett of Harrisonburg, VA.  
   If you would like to receive a FREE color version of The Mill-
mont Times each month via the Internet you can log on to the web-
site: www.millmonttimes.com and download the newsletter directly 
onto your computer. All of the newsletters published between 
January 2004 to the current issue are available on the website.  
   Thanks to everyone who renewed their subscriptions for an addi-
tional year. Your support is what helps to make this newsletter 
possible, and is greatly appreciated!!   
  I would like to welcome the following new subscribers: Donald 
and Esther Styers of Mifflinburg; Gilbert and Cora Galbraith of 
Sunbury, and Lee Saxon of Millheim. 
  I would also like to thank  Delphia Shirk for donating back issues 
of The Mifflinburg Telegraph, a cancelled Laurelton State Bank 
check from 1936, and for allowing me to make copies of old news-
paper clippings, obituaries, and photographs; Norma Sauers and 
Elwood Showalter of Mifflinburg, Pop Barnett of Vir ginia, and 
Jane Foster of Camp Hill for providing the names of several people 
in a photograph that was published on page 9 of the February 2010 
newsletter; Martha (Walter) Stover of Mifflinburg f or her assis-
tance in trying to obtain information about the Knauss brothers of 
Swengel and their portable thrashing machines.  
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  From the diary of the late Elder Greene Shively, born in White Springs in 1870 and a resident of Millmont from 
1918 until his death in 1954: 
  Saturday March 13, 1937 - Weather mild. Worked in the house doing some remodeling.  
  Sunday March 14, 1937 - Present 78. Contribution $4.00. Spoke on the subject of temptation from James 1. Snowed 
to the depth of 4 inches. 
  Monday March 15, 1937 - Snowing some. Snow this evening six inches. Papered a room of the Kleckner house we 
bought recently. 
  Tuesday March 16, 1937 - In the garage today until 9:00 a.m. Mr. Mitchell took me to the Mifflinburg High School 
where I addressed the school at 8:45. Snow melted but this evening it was real cold.  
  Wednesday March 17, 1937 - In the garage until 9:00 a.m. then worked at repairing the house. This evening Mr. H. 
R. Mitchell took me to Hartleton where I preached for Rev. Reynolds. Side roads are drifted. Sister’s aid report good 
sales at Mr. Landis’s public sale. 
  Sunday March 21, 1937 - Present 80. Contribution $3.82. Spoke from Isaiah 61:2.  
  Tuesday March 23, 1937. Very beautiful day. I worked in the garage until 9. Did some repairing of furniture. �
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January 24, 2010 
  A busload of visitors from Ohio was at Vicksburg 
church this morning. Also Joseph Hilbish of Northum-
berland, and his friend William, a deaf minister of 
South America. 
January 30 
  Merle and Melissa Hoover family of Middleburg 
moved to Mifflinburg, into the farmhouse along Route 
192 that Eugene and Lydia Ann Oberholtzer bought 
last fall. 
January 31 
  A vanload of couples from Virginia was at church. In 
the afternoon there was a singing at neighbor Vernon 
and Norma Martin, for anyone who wanted to come. 
February 2 
  Clyde and Janette Martin of Mifflinburg have a son 
named Keith Eugene. He has one brother. Grandpar-
ents are Mervin and Annetta Martin and Luke and 
Vera Weaver. Baby Keith Eugene is the first baby in 
the New Year of our church group. 
February 3 
  Eugene Oberholtzer (39) of Mifflinburg had surgery 
today. 
February 7 
  Kenneth and Anna Mae Martin of Millmont have a 
daughter named Bernice Annette. She has three broth-
ers and four sisters. Grandparents are Eli and Nora 
Martin and Leroy and Verna Zimmerman. 
February 13 
  Nathan and MaryElla Hoover and two children of 
Kentucky are visiting in our area. They came for the 
wedding reception of Elmer and Mary Jane Zimmer-
man, which will be at Esra Zimmerman’s tomorrow. 

Wanted 
 I am interested in locating early photographs of Rock Oak 
Country Kitchen, later Yoder’s Family Restaurant, and now 
The Barnyard. I am particularly interested in findi ng photo-
graphs from the early 1970’s when the restaurant was owned 
and operated by Iddo I. Yoder. You can contact me at the 
address and phone number listed on page 12 of this newslet-
ter.  
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Suggested reading: Psalm 15 
  

“For I am the Lord, I change not” 
Malachi 3:6 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever” 
Hebrews 13:8 

  
  

     Stairways. I’m learning lessons in life from them. Have you noticed how important it is to have steps of 
the same height in a stairway? Carpenters know and take great pains to build them accordingly. Problems 
arise, however, when the carpenters or we “do-it-yourselfers” of today try to replace or renew things built 
by carpenters of many years ago. In our century-plus-old house we’ve had to replace a step on the basement 
stairway. New lumber didn’t match the thickness of the old lumber and the replaced step was about ½ inch 
higher than the rest of the steps. That simple difference did not go unnoticed! For days or weeks each time I 
walked down those steps my body and sense of balance complained about the ½ inch difference. This week 
we are adjusting to a ½ inch difference on the upstairs stairway after replacing worn flooring. Why do our 
bodies readily notice these differences and adjust to them? 
     My medical dictionary defines proprioception as "an awareness of posture, movement, and changes in 
equilibrium,” as well as “knowledge of objects in relation to our bodies.” Perhaps we could call propriocep-
tion the sixth sense because it is responsible for telling our bodies to adjust to small changes like step height 
or other changes in our environment. Tiny proprioceptors in our 
bodies respond to sensations of pressure and position. Working to-
gether in astounding symmetry the body and brain measure and ad-
just to a stairway with the first step, so an unusual step or a changed 
step is easily perceived. Amazing isn’t it? Not to mention how our 
bodies adjust to hiking a mountain trail or climbing over uneven 
rocks. Our brains then tell us to expect the unexpected.  
     Also amazing to me is how quickly we adjust to a change in our 
environment. When I climb either set of altered stairs in our home 
now, I do not think about the changes. Already my body has ad-
justed. 
     Adjustments in life are not nearly as easy, are they? A move. A 
new job. The loss of a friend. A change in the family. Children being 
born, or leaving the home. A change in health. Aging. All of these 
changes require adjustments and time to adapt.  
     Thankfully God is never far away. His grace and strength are suf-
ficient for the ½ inch changes and the changes that seem a yard or a 
mile high. And the truly wonderful thing is God never changes! We 
can count on Him being the same, yesterday, today, and forever. 
  
                                        
       Prayer for today:  Dear Lord, I need You to help me adjust to the changes in life. I need the assurance that 
You never change. I can count on Your love and care, on Your righteous judgment, and on Your faithfulness 
each step of life’s way. Thank You! 
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In the changes great or small 
God is with us, over all 
Never changing, 
All sustaining,  
Waiting for our sincere call. 
  
If we ask Him, He will aid 
In adjustments to be made 
Always loving,  
Always caring, 
Coming, helping, when He’s bade. 
  
“Abba Father.” We can call 
For the changes, great or small 
In adjusting,    
Freely trusting, 
On His wings we rest for all. 
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Free Newsletters! 
 

  Would you like to receive The Millmont Times each month at no charge? Would you like to receive The Millmont Times in 
color each month? Well, it is easy! Just visit our website at: www.millmonttimes.com                                              
  Find the year and month you would like to read. Using your “right click” on your mouse select an issue. Using your “left 
click” select “Open Link” and presto - there it is! You can save them on your computer or you can print it off at your leisure.   

Mickey's Lunch 
Weikert, PA 

 

  I would be interested in knowing 
whether any of the readers recall patron-
izing Mickey's Lunch in Weikert? The 
restaurant was opened sometime in the 
late 1940’s and continued until the early 
1950's.   
  Mickey's Lunch was owned and oper-
ated by the late Robert and Amelia 
“Mickey” (Kaler) Ely and was located im-
mediately west of the home they shared at 
5205 Weikert Road. Bob passed away 
January 1996 and Mickey passed away in 
February of 2004. 
  According to Jane (Ely) Foster, her 
mother was noted for the hamburgers and 
homemade pies. Folks also enjoyed the 
homemade pickle relish that Mickey pro-
vided with her hamburgers. The late Ed-
gar Shively was one of those who particu-
larly enjoyed Mickey's burgers. Accord-
ing to Betty Shively, her husband also en-
joyed Mickey's coconut cream pies, and 
would often call in advance to make sure 
she had some available before heading to 
the restaurant. 
  Foster said that fishermen would occa-
sionally stop by Mickey's Lunch with 
their catch and ask Amelia to prepare it 
for them for breakfast. Mickey prepared a 
breakfast meal of fresh fish along with a 
batch of fried potatoes, which was always 
sure to please the palates of the lucky an-
glers. One of the first to install a TV set in 
that section of Union County, Mickey's 
became a popular attraction. This was es-
pecially true for those interested in watch-
ing the early wrestling matches that were 
carried over the airwaves on Friday 
nights. The Ely's operated the restaurant 
for several years before it closed in the 
early 1950's. 

  August "Pop" Barnett, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, also recalls Mickey's Lunch. He said that Bob Ely built a garage next 
to his home, which he later converted into a restaurant. Barnett also recalled the hamburgers, hotdogs, and coffee that 
Mickey prepared for her customers who stopped by the sit down restaurant. 
  Editors Note: My thanks to Jane (Ely) Foster for sharing the information and photographs of Mickey’s Lunch. I also 
want to thank Betty Shively and August “Pop” Barnett for the information they shared for this article.  

  Amelia “Mickey” Ely is shown in the above photograph with her restaurant 
in the background. The photograph was taken on Easter Sunday 1952.  
  Tom Price, Jim Ely, Kerry Price, Jane Ely, and Everett Bingaman, pictured 
below,  stand in front of Mickey’s Lunch. Note the boys are wearing their 
skates. On this particular day the surface of the roadway was so slick that they 
were able to use their ice skates to get around. Photographs are courtesy of 
Jane (Ely) Foster of Camp Hill.  



Are You Moving? 
 

   I f you are planning to move, or if your post office 
mailing address is about to change, please notify 
The Millmont Times at P. O. Box 3, Millmont, PA 
17845, as soon as possible. This newsletter is dis-
tributed bulk rate each month, and therefore it will 
not be forwarded by the United States Postal Ser-
vice to your new address. All undeliverable news-
letters are returned to me postage due. If there are 
any changes in your postal mailing address you can 
contact me at (570) 922.4297 or you can send an 
email to: tshively@dejazzd.com 

The Millmont Times 
P. O. Box 3 
Millmont, PA 17845    �
 

Return Service Requested                                                                  
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  The Millmont Times is distributed during the first week of each month, and is 
available through mail subscriptions.  Mail subscriptions are $10 per year (12 is-
sues).  The newsletter is also available at Koch’s Country Store (formerly Dorman’s 
Country Store) in Hartleton, PA. Telephone 922.0452. The single issue cost is $1.50. 
  Internet subscriptions can be obtained FREE by visiting:  

   www.millmonttimes.com 
  Please use the address below if you are interested in contacting the editor, sub-
scribing to the newsletter, making a donation, sending a gift subscription, or chang-
ing your address. 

Tony Shively  
Post Office Box 3  

Millmont PA 17845 
Telephone: (570) 922.4297 or  

E-mail: tshively@dejazzd.com 
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2 – Neil Moyer 
2 – Donald G. Shively 
3 – Roger Catherman 
3 – Charlene Yarger 
4 – Mervin & Esther Nissley - 1950 
4 – Donald Ruhl 
4 – David Hoover 
6 – Rita Kuhns 
7 – Glyn Hassenplug 
8 – Ervin Oberholtzer 
8 – Curvin Oberholtzer 
8 – Matthew Dorman, Jr. 
9 – Sandi Failor 
10 – Janet Fegley 
12 – Jacob Walter 
12 – Rick Kerstetter 
12 – Betsy Gordon 
12 – Garrett Bingaman 
13 – Roger & Donna Catherman   
13 – Jean Hoffmaster 

14  - Patricia Catherman 
14 – Michael Shively 
15 – Roxanne Lyons 
15 – Pearl Strickler 
16 – Warren Emery  
16 – Mary Martin 
17 - Quinten & Connie Dorman - 1960 
17 – Christine Whitesel 
18 – Megan Hackenberg 
18 – Richard Hassenplug 
18 – Luke Bilger 
18 – Tobias O. Catherman, Jr. 
18 – Karen L. Fultz 
19 – Doug Peffer 
19 – Laura Peffer 
20 – Melanie Starr 
20 – Donald L. & Kathryn Shively - 1953 
21 – Douglas Lyons 
21 – Kaitlyn Erdley 
22 – Joseph Martin 

22 – Heather Smith  
22 – Crystal Smith 
22 – Laura Smith 
23 - Breonna Catherman 
23 – Helen Hugar  
24 – Barry & Ruthann Cooper 
24 – Matthew Jones 
24 – Norman & Evie Groff - 2002 
24 – Norman Groff 
25 – Robert M. Catherman 
25 – Ruth Zimmerman 
26 – Brad Catherman 
26 – Sharon Hartman       
26 – Don Fornwalt 
26 – Zac Salter 
27 -  Donald & Ellen Kahler – 1971 
27 – Ray D. Bowersox 
28 – James Greene Shively 
30 – Ida O. Moyer 
31 – Richard Swain 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries  


